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1. DATE - TIME GROUP 2. L' TION р ' 
24 June 19,9 25/01152 Astoria, Long Island, New York 27Ұ 
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l. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION 
Civilian AIRCRAFT 
|. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 


Two 
î. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


Three Seconds Object was grayish (surrounded by yellow light).  Saucer-shaped. 
Object had a level flight then slight climb. Disappeared into 
$ TYPE OF OBSERVATION 
| the haze. Object was first seen in the West, easterly when | 
Ground-Vis ual last seen, | 
!. COURSE 
, Easterly | 
№ PHOTOS 
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^ PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


О Yes 
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HQ CONTINENTAL AIR COMMAND, Mitchel Air Force Base, New York 
TOs Commanding General, Air Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force 
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ATTENTION; MCIAXS 

Completed investigation is attached (Inclosure 3). 
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UNCLASSIFIE 2 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 


THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF 
2D DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
67 BROAD STREET 
ІМЕМ YORK 4, NEW YORK 
IN REPLY 
REFER TO: 14 July 1949 


3030807: Froject Fudge = 374 


TO: Commanding Jeneral, Continental air Jomuand, 
Шізейлеі Air Force base, New York 
Attn: Director of Intelligence 


attached correspondence forwarded your office in ac- 
cordance with telephone conversation, this date. 


Incls: р 
Ltr fr lst Army, subj District болшапаег 
as above, 4/12 Jul 49 
tr fr 4/2, subj as above, 
4/7 Jul 49 w/2 Incls 


c 
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Project Grudge - 374 
от Ж (Е) (14 Jul 49) lst Ind 


HQ CONTINENTAL AIR COMMAND, Mitchel Air Force Base, New York 


1 9 JU! 154 
TO: Commanding General, First Air Force, Slocum Air Force Pase, Fort 
Slocum, New York 


1, Attached correspondence forwarded your headquarters for necessary 
action. 


2. Request this Command be furnished the results of the investigation. 


BY COMMAND OF LISUTENANT GENERAL WHITEHEAD: 
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OI 333.5 (14 Jul 49) 2nd Ind. 
SUBJECT: Project Grudge - 574 
HEADQUARTERS FIRST AIR FORCE, Slocum 4TB, lew Rochelle, Hel. 


TC: Commanding General, Continental Air Command, .itchel AFB, N.Y. 
ATI; Director of Intelligence. 


Investigation nas been completed; results are Әсіп, forwarced uncer 
separate cover. 
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HEADQUARTERS FíRST ARM 
GOVERNORS ISLAND, NEW YORK 4. М. У. 


JPK/gh 
AUPKB-EX UNCLASSIFIED 12 July 1919 
SUBJECT: Project Grudge = 37h 
TO : CO, . Office of Special Investigation District #2 


67 Broad Street 
New York, New York 
ATTENTION: COL SOLLERS 


Confirming telephone conversation between Col Hicks, your 
office and Col Kaylor, this headquarters on ll July 1919, the 
inclosed papers are forwarded for necessary action. 
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Incl, 
Ltr fr AMC, subj as 
above, 4/7 July Д9 
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23 July 1949 


Friday, dune 24 aw _ASSIFIED 


About 5:22 аа 759 pa in evening, saw 2 flyin: 
saucers (avout size of platter) flyin, toward south 
disappears in haze. 


Was standi. by stove ^n ki chen. 


(si-n. cure; dleanor caite 


А TRUE ji es 


AURICH He SH. 


Lt Colonel, ШАР oe 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 


WF-O-5 OCT 48 15M 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ж 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIRFORCE 5D-OSI/JE/elh 
WASHINGTON 


THE INSPECTOR GENERAL. USAF 
$TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, DAYTON, OHIO 


5D 24-21 АЎ 16 August 1°49 
SUBJECT: PROJECT GRUDGE 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


ТО: Commanding General 
Air Materiel Command 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTENTION: MCIAXS 


1. The inclosed report of investigation by Special Agent 
WILLIAM H. LILE, DO #13, dated 10 August 1949, is forwarded for 
your information and file, 


2. This investigation was not requested by this office and 
no investigative action concerning subject incident is being 
conducted by this District. 


мов, U SIE 
EROME M. BRAUN 
Acting District Commander 
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R/I dtd 10 Aug 49 (in dup) 
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OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION WILLIAM И. LILE 


^ 10 August 1949 


REPORT MADE AT 


BALLOON SIGHTED IN VICINITY OF _DO #13, Offutt АВ | 


RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA PERIOD 
24 June 1949 28 June, 1 July, 29 July 1949 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


DO ;18, Offutt AFE 


STATUS 


CLOSED 


CHARACTER 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


REFERENCE | 
None, this is an initial report 


SYNOPSIS 


Investigation predicated upon receipt of verbal instructions from 
1% Col MATIHE4 THOMPSON, А0-902812, District Commander, 13th OSI District, 
Offutt Air Force Ease, Omaha, Nebraska. Balloon sighted over Black Fills 
area approximately 24 June 1949, described as approximately one hundred 
(100) feet in diameter, either white or silver in color, with some object 
suspended from the under side and a tail of approximately ten (10) feet 
in length. Subject balloon identified by Mr. à ineer 
for General Mills, Incorporated, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, as one being 
used for cosmic ray research for the Navy Department. Balloon remained 
in this area for approximately three (3) or four (4) days. Present 
location unknown. 
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4 «<долд, VIAL 
MATIAEW THOMPSON 
ы Colonel, USAF UNCLASSIFIED 


District Commander. 
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CREE | 


DETAILS: | DUNCA sso 


1. Investigation predicated upon receipt of verbal instructions from 
2% Col MATTHEW THOMPSON, А0-902812, District Commander, 13th OSI District, 
Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska, after having been informed of the 
incident verbally by the writer, 


AT RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 


2. On 29 July 1919, Mr. ‚ City Xditor for the Rapid 
Gity Journal, Rapid City, South Dakota, was interviewed and advised the 
writer that Subject balloon was first sighted near Deadwood, South Dakota, 
on approximately 24 June 1949, and at that time was approximately 5,000 feet 
high and appeared to be standing practically still. Тһе person who gave the 
first report (nome not known) described the balloon as approximately one 
hundred (100) feet in diameter, either white or silver in color, with what 
appeared to be а tail of approximately ten (10) feet in length, and had some 
object suspended from the under side of the balloon. Mr. “ЖИШШ” tner 
advised that on 28 June 1949 Мг. Jamen, Xngineer for General 
Mills, Incorvorated, of Minneavolis, Minnesota, arrived in Rapid City and 
stated that the balloon was one manufactured by his firm which was being 
used by the Havy Department for cosmic ray research, and had been released 
from Camp Ripley, Minnesota, the preceding week. According to Kr. ff 
Mr, egg "чын that Subject balloon was carrying harmless с ray 
research instruments and that he would páy a five dollar ($5.00) reward for 
the plastic balloon and a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) reward for the ine 
struments. Mr. KALISZEVSKI described the balloon as being made from plastic, . 
105 feet in diameter, white in color, and what was reported as being a tail ~ 
was probably part of the mooring rope, 


АТ RAPID CITY AIR FORCE BASE, WEAVER, SOUTH DAKOTA 


. On 28 June 1949 an aircraft piloted by Lt. Col. вабамавейал. 
40-15599, and Major ELMER Н. HAMMER, A0-h601l, was dispatched 
at the request of the writer to search the entire Black Hills area for the 
balloon, However, no trace of the balloon could be found, 


№. Тһе last report om Subject balloon was received on 1 July 1949 | 
from a Mr. XQ’ Rapid City, South Dakota, who stated that he вам 
the balloon very high over Rapid City at approximately 2000 hours on 
30 June 1949, 


5, Since 1 July 1919 an informal and unofficial revort was received 
that the balleon had returned to the vicinity of Minnesota and had gone down 
and was in the hands of General Mills, Incorporated, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. . 52 
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REPORT МО. (LEAVE BLANK) 
United States LAF AIR 49-1 


AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT - 


Renort of Phenomenon 
AREA REPORTED ON FROM (Agency) 


Long Island На, lst АУ, Slocum ar3, lew Rochelle, N.Y. 


DATE OF REPORT DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION 
O July 1949 23 July 1949 С=6 
PREPARED BY (Officer) SOURCE 
Lt Col Laurice Н. Snorazo, USArR Lr “ wivilian, 


REFERENCES (Control number, previous report, de., as epplicable) 
Ltr. на 2nd CSI Dist, dtd 14 Jul 49 w/2 Incis & Ist Ind, ry СопАС, ања 1; Jui 49 
SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary ef report. Glee significance in final ene-sentence peregreph. List inclorures at lower left. Begin tert of терегі оп AF Form 118—Part 11.) 


rs ДИРЕ usci, reported that on the evening of 24 Jun 45, 
between 1830 and 1845 hours, she observed through her kitchen window a 
pair of unidentified objects resembling platters approximately 1 1/2 to 
2 feet in diameter travelling in a west to east direction at an altituce 
of approximately 150 feet. These objects were reported to have been 
surrounded by a halo of light anc cisavpeared after an observation of 
approximately 3 seconds. 
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Incl #1, statement by C * 
ae WILLIAL P. RENN | 


Captain, USAF { 
Director of Intelliggnce 


DOWNGRADED AT 3 YAR INTE 8: 
DECLASSIFIED А 12 YEARS 
DOD Din ) tü 


MOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE АСТ, 50 U. S. С.— 


31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. 
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Mrs. «2 t, Astcria, гоп: islanc, was inter- 


viewed at 0930 hours, 23 July 1949. 


Lr. GEER urs. Scaife and the writer. 


People present: 


A previous check with irs. ШЖШ employers indicate that she has held 
her present position with Corn Products refining Company ior 30 years ana is 
considered a stable type of person, not prone to exaggeration or verbosity. 
No further check of her character or background wes periormed. 


1949 she returned from work at 1830 hours and immediately started to prepare 
supper. She turned on the radio at the same tise so as to "hear Lowell Tuomas”. 
The reported objects appeared, according to irs lg prion to the advent 
of the Lowell Thomas program, which would place her біле of observation between 


1830 and 1845 hours 0.5.1. 


The objects were described by Иго. оеі п: rouno and between 1 1/2 
and 2 feet in diameter, gray in color, surrounded оу a halo of light ana 
traveliing in the direction of west to east, disappearing into a "cloud bank". 


Report of Interview: Мгу. MM reports that on tne evecin- of 24 DA 


The objects appeared to be travelling in a horizontal direction for tie ? 
first two seconds апа then appeared to describe ап upward are just prior to 
disappearance. An interpretation of irs. Scaife's description of the posivioiu 

of the objects would place them approximately 100 to 150 feet in the air. 

It must be borne in mind, however, tnat determination of altituue witnout 
adequate reference marks is practically impossible for the average lay person. 
Within a minute (estimated) of the time that the objects were si;hted, а | 
single engine "fighter type" airplane appeared fro: the south ana was ooserved / 
by Mrs. Scaife to circle the area and tien disappear in a southerly direction 
at an estimated altitude of 1,000 feet. 


es 


Attached herewith is a slip of paper, signed cy Mrs 1с vas 
written by her within two hours following the time of her observation of the 


phenomenon reported. 


Comments of preparing ofiicer: Тһе observation wis made through an open 


wincow, and it is my belief that Mrs a clear unobstructed view of 
the area. There are definite points of landscape which afford an easy method 
of orientation. The house is so situated that there is a clear unobstructed 
view to a clump of trees approximately 150 years distant followed by another 
grove of trees which are approximately an additional 150 feet away. 


A visit was made to the weather station at La Guardia Field, Station Was. 
The following official observations were noted by ur. E. Morin, observer on 
duty at 1100 hours, for the time of 1723 to 1800 Е.5.Т. on the date of 24 June: 


1723 E.S.T.: Clear, lO mile visibility, temperature 84, dew point 61, 
wind SSE 18 miles an hour light gusts, humidity 46». 


1745 E.S.T.: Clear, 10 mile visibility, wind SSE 18, few cirrus. 


DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER nz YEARS 


31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS ІМ ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW, 
ІТ MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF | 


INTELLIGENCE, USAF. 
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На, lst Air Force, Slocum AF3, LAF Alk 49-1 


New sochelle, Лем York | PAGE 3 


1800 Е.5.1.: 35,000 feet thin scattered, 10 mile visioility, wira oJ. 17. 


There were no unusual weather conditions resorted. sunset wes 1931 hours 
Е.5.Г. revealin a complete disc of sur. 


Certain balloons had been released at 1550 hours њ.о.г., заза оовегуег 
on duty at the time of the visiole observatious, ur 
The field is three miles NNE fron the reportin™ position, and the wina would 
carry a balloon or another airdrome-released object in a direction away fro: 
the field. 


Personal investi gation revealed no reports of any unusual circumstances 
in the vicinity of either La Guardia Airport or Flushing Airport on the date 
of the 24th. 


| Attention is invited to the fact that objects, as reporteu, were 
travelling into the prevailing wind. 


| MAURICE Н. SHORAGO 
Lt Colonel, USAFR 
Investigazing Officer 


Date of Observation 
Exact Time (local) 
Place of Observation 


Position of observer 
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— 
INCIDENT NO. — jl 2% 


une 19) Date of Interview 23 July 1949 
2015 &sT 
astoria, Lon: Islund, Ne Ye 


end floor apartmaent-house 


Yhat attracted attention to object Looxed out window while cooxin: 


Number of objects 
Apparent size 
Color of object 
Shape 


Altitude 


2 in echelon 

Approx. 1 1/2 inches (indicated by hands) 
Grayish (surrounded by yellow light) 
Saucer-like 


45° 100-150 ft 


Direction from observer Test when first seen, easternly when last seen 


Distance from observer 100' 


Direction of flight of ebject(s) Ne 


Time in sight 
Speed 

Sound and odor 
Trail 
Luminosity 
Projections 


Maneuvers 


Three seconds 

125-150 MPH 

None 

None T 
Glow 
None 


Level flight then slight climb 


Manner of disappearance Disappeared into haze 


Effect on Clouds 


Fone 


Additional information concerning objoct Kone 


Woather Conditions 


At 1715 EST, clear, 10 пі. vis., wind SSE, lë MPH, few cirrus 


(over) 
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Tame and address of observer: ro ананы.” 
32-15 Street, astoria, Long Island, Ne Y. 


Occupation and hobbies: 
Clerk-bookkeoper, 50 years with Corn Products Refirinz Coe, 
БЦ yoars old 


Comments of Interrogator rclativo te intolligencw and character of observor(s): 


Stable type person, not prone to exaggerition or verbosity 


NARRATIVE SUMMARY: Report of Interviow: ‘rs. Р ports that on the evening of 


2l, June 1949 sho returned trom work at 1630 hours and imwdiately started to propare 
supper. She turned on the radio at the same time so ав to "hoar Lowell Thoms". Тһе 
reported objects appoarod, according to Mrs. еч or to the advent of the Lowell 
Thomas рголгаш, which would place her time of observation between 1550 and 1245 hours 
DeSeT. 


The objects were described by MM" being round and between 1 1/2 and 
2 feet in diamoter, sray in color, surrou а halo of light and travelling in the 
direction of west to east, disappearing into a "cloud bank". 


The objects appeared to be travellinz in а horizontal direction for the first 
tvo seconds апа then appeared to describo un upward aro just prior to disappearance. 
An interpretation of urs" genesi of the position of the objects would 
place them approximately 1 О 150 feet in the air. It must be borne іг mind, however, 
that dot;rziration of altitude without adequate reference marks is practically in- 


possible for the avorage lay persone 


Within a mirute (estimated) of the time that the objeots were sighted, a sincle 
engine "fizhter type" airplane appoured from the south and was observed by "гв. Scaife 
to circle the area and then disappear іп а southernly direction at an estimated alti- 
tude of 1,000 feet. 
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WRIGHT FIELD, DAYTON, OHIO 


JUL 7 1949 


SUBJECT: iroiject ^n dce = 57h 
“ТО: Tonmandins Сепеге1 
First arny 
Governors Island 
- Few York l, Y. Y. 
ATTN: Base Intelli-enoe Officer 

1. Reference is made to inconin- teletype messare, date tine 

точо 2515002 rsocrtin« the sichtin; of two flyin; savcers ! TS. 
"ору inclosed). 

2. Iş is desired that the “ase Intellivencs officer initiats 
an investication and obtain detailed irformtion fron ea 
re^ardinz the s?-htinr reforcreed above. 

3. As an aid to the investicatin- officer in recor in^ the 
desired data, 2 copies of our “uide to Investication ure irclosed 
herewith. 

POR TEE COTANDING CONERALs 
2 Incls: ы CLING PUAN 
1. ^y of teletyve, 6/25/10 FcoMnel, USAF 
2. Guide to 7nves. {2) Actin? thief, Tntelli«ence partent 
O, 
25,6; 
N37 
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“PAL TO DIRECTOR OF IUTCLLICUCUCU CSUSA 
REFERENCE CONTROL HO A OUE NINE ОПЕ SEVIN 
um oF та 1 DI ges LOCA: ASTORIA LONG ISLAND NEW YORK TINE 
TUO FOUR JUNE тиб ZERO бт FIVE WEATHER CLEAR WITNESS 215 S 
«ЕЯ» HOLS TIFL TREE то DASH ore riv: тірш FOUR STREET ASTORIA 1000 
ISLAND TWO FLYING SAUCERS MOVING 1t ECHELON FORMATION IN SOUTNLASTUALA 
DIRECTION ALTITUDE AUD SPELD UNKNOW PD REPORT UNEVALUATED PD ANTE? ру 
257 34252, 
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